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“The landscapes are not only pictures of landscape, they are also landscapes of the �eld of possibilities of the medium of 
painting. [...] when the black monochrome is placed next to the painted landscape, it becomes a question of perspective, 
a perceptual perspective. On the one hand you have the illusory, fake depth - the painted landscape - and on the other hand 
you have the black surface, which doesn’t want to fake anything, but appears to recede much more than the former [...]”
(Text by Michael Biberstein).
Michael Biberstein was born in Solothurn, Switzerland, where he lived until 1964 when he moved to the US. There he �nished 
his formal education, including an important year with David Sylvester at Swarthmore College, where he studied art history. 
Museums and public collections: The Hess Art Collection, Switzerland; Birmingham Museum of Art, Birmingham; Caixa Geral 
de Depósitos, Lisboa; FNAC - Fond National de l’Art Contemporain, France; Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, Lisboa; 
Kunstmuseum Aarau, Switzerland; Kunstmuseum Solothurn, Switzerland; Ludwig Forum für Neue Kunst, Germany; Fundação 
Luso-Americana, Lisboa; Museo Reina So�a, Madrid; Whitney M useum of American Art, New York.

“Waddell has maintained his interest in picturing the individual lost in thought. One has to wonder whether this is, in fact, a 
literal description of the history of aesthetic discourse. The contemplation of the ‘beautiful’ has always been, and still is, a 
relatively singular and or individual pursuit. There are no set ways of depicting or observing an event, yet poetic engagement 
must be held higher than the rest. Waddell most often stumbles upon his subjects by chance. His pictures preserve a sense 
of distance and dignity, allowing us to observe his subjects at work or at play or at rest. At the same time, aided by the skillful 
employment of colour and composition, we are led to situate these �gures in a greater scheme of things. They are given formal 
strength, sensuality and—perhaps most importantly of all—signi�cance.”
Stephen Waddell was born in Vancouver, Canada in 1968 and received his M.F.A. from the University of British Columbia in 
1994. He has exhibited in galleries and institutions including Monte Clark Gallery in Vancouver and Toronto; The Vancouver 
Art Gallery, Espai d’art contemporani de Castelló in Castello; Kunstforum Baloise in Basel and C/O Berlin. Waddell’s works 
are today part of the Armand Hammer Collection in Los Angeles, as well as the permanent collections of the Vancouver Art 
Gallery and The National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. 
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Simone Fattal was born in Damascus, and grew up in Lebanon.
She read Philosophy at the Ecole des Lettres in Beirut, and at the Sorbonne in Paris. For more than a decade she practiced painting as 
her primary interest. Her adventurous spirit took her to California where she enrolled at The San Francisco Art Institute in the ceramic 
sculpture department. Although at one with the American culture, one is amazed to discover in her work, the scale and depth of her 
involvement with the past of the regions that make the Arab East today. Her work carries the sign of an instinctive genius for sculptural 
forms, but are also impregnated, like by magic, by the essence of archaic thought.  The combination of these 2 powers give to these 
sculptures, �red in a wood kiln, a quality that opens a new direction in contemporary art.   
(Text by Etel Adnan)

Simone Fattal lives and works between France and San Francisco.

While usually working in an abstract idiom, Nahas has captivat ed audiences by his continual need for self-re-invention and the high 
technical �nish he lavishes on his work. Nahas’ paintings have made use of geometric motifs and decorative patterns inspired by the 
rich history of Islamic art; at the same time, Nahas is thoroughly schooled in the tradition Western abstract painting. Sometimes these 
two poles combine quite provocatively in his work; usually, they are seamlessly merged into brightly-colored paintings, suggestive of 
the richness of nature and of the imagination. One of Nahas’ most signi�cant innovations has been his use of the bodies of star�sh, 
sometimes cast in acrylic paint, on top of which he layers high-chroma acrylic paint. 
 Nabil Nahas, was born in 1949 in Beirut, Lebanon. He grew up in Cairo and Beirut, and then moved to the United States for university 
studies, earning a BFA from Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge in 1971 and an MFA from Yale University in 1973. Encounters 
with contemporary painters at Yale in�uenced Nahas to move to New York, which he did after graduation. Since that time, Nahas has 
been based in New York. He has exhibited regularly at important New York galleries and received much critical acclaim for his work. 
His works can be found in collections which include Metropolitan Museum of Art, FAE, Musée d’art moderne, Pully-Lausanne, Switzer -
land, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, Doha and Vorhees Zimmerli Museum, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Nabil Nahas lives and works in New York and Lebanon


